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in florida tonight two famous political names are in runoff elections following yesterday's primary jeb bush 
son of the former president running for the republican nomination for governor and hugh rothen brother of 
hillary rodham clinton who is running for the democratic senate nomination primary day in nine states and 
one of the most unlikely political comeback stories of the year is playing out in washington d.c remember 
marion barry the d.c mayor caught on fbi videotape doing crack cocaine in a hotel room well now he wants 
his old job back here is nbc national correspondent bob kerr whatever else you say about him marion barry 
has more charisma and sharper political instincts than his opponents but is he such a good politician that he 
can overcome this his city's humiliation four years ago when the nation saw fbi videotape of barry smoking 
crack cocaine and trying to seduce a woman who was not his wife convicted he spent six months in jail and 
went through two substance abuse programs already born again politically as a councilman from one of the 
city's poorest most crime-ridden wards barry insists he's kicked the bad habits i've gone through the good 
times and the bad times and learned from my successes and failures and so why threw it away the answer 
divides along lines of race and class i believe in giving him a second chance i think he had his chance and i 
think it's time for him to move on to new things polls show barry has almost no support among whites who 
make up only a third of washington's electorate so while his opponents including mayor sharon pratt kelly 
who's running third and city councilman john ray campaigned more among whites and upper-income blacks 
barry concentrated on the disenfranchised those more likely to believe as he does that he was persecuted 
unfairly 
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we got news one it's all over still many say they're unwilling to trust barry again you only get one chance to 
be the champion we gave that to him and he of his own volition blew it and yet in a political career many 
believed ended four years ago marion barry was nearly tied for the lead as voting began today bob kerr nbc 
news washington now politics in the virginia senate race one of the hottest of the year the field narrowed by 
one today when former governor doug wilder quit what's left an independent long shot a scandal-tainted 
democratic incumbent and a republican with a whole lot of baggage of his own named oliver north here's 
nbc's lisa myers whether you see him as true blue ollie or a convicted felon in the last two months north has 
increased the odds you will have to call him senator the people of virginia have now seen it heard it like it 
and they want me as their senator that's right most polls now show he is pulled about even with democratic 
senator chuck robb who having admitted to sexual indiscretions has character problems of his own but today 
rob got a potentially big boost when former democratic governor doug wilder running as an independent 
dropped out of the race wilder pummeled rob in a recent debate chuck you've been in the company of people 
that you said well a limit limited drug drug use is all right you've been in the company of people who've been 
convicted i acknowledge that there is an area uh where i have some dents in my armor in the last six months 


or so ali north has had a better job done a better job of getting out from under his cloud than rob has getting 
out from under his already the favorite of the religious right north has made himself more acceptable to other 
republicans tv 
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acceptable to other republicans tv commercials softened his image and cast him as a traditional republican 
against a clinton-style liberal democrat republican leaders like senator bob dole also campaigned with north 
though endorsements were lukewarm are we going to change votes unless we elect republicans still 
president reagan will not endorse him and accuses north of making false statements north's hopes rest on a 
huge 10 million war chest voter anger and hunger for change they'll never see ollie north crawl up capitol hill 
to kiss their big fat rings rob hopes that voters unhappy with him share this man's opinion of north a man's a 
pathological lawyer and why should anybody vote for a man who doesn't like this ultimately the outcome will 
turn on who bothers to vote because despite a third candidate many voters believe this race gives new 
meaning to the phrase the lesser of two evils lisa myers nbc news alexandria virginia crime politics and 
political advertising when it comes to getting their message out in the coming november election gop 
candidates running in three tough races have quite a lot in common our report from nbc's jim cummins crime 
in illinois more random there is no question that crime is the big issue in many political campaigns this year 
but if you happen to watch television in texas illinois and california this past month you witnessed the same 
crime and heard the same message from the three republican candidates for governor crime in texas more 
random more violent we have a serious crime problem in texas because we don't keep violent criminals 
behind bars crime in illinois more random more violent criminals younger and younger even though they're 
young they're extremely dangerous rape an ugly word a devastating crime three strikes it's too too many for 
some crimes texas illinois in california the same message with different messengers we call that a cookie 
cutter approach mark mckinnon a consultant for democrats says it's not uncommon to find a 
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says it's not uncommon to find a strategy that works in several states but they're using texas footage in 
california and illinois and and i think that that just testifies to a very cynical strategy there is some finger 
pointing among republicans over this karl rove is a campaign consultant to bush well if they were cookie 
cutter spots we were the original cutter we've been working on these spots and formulating these things 
literally these sads say things in them that george bush said in his announcement speech 11 months ago 
there is one thing the republicans and democrats can agree on the crime commercials will continue right up 
until election day i think especially in governor's races crime is a theme that is everywhere around the 
country we do have a problem with democrats because we can never get further to the right on crime than 
republicans we say hang them they say gas them but mckinnon believes at some point the voters will say 
okay both parties are tough on crime what's next jim cummins nbc news dallas when nightly news continues 
help for hassled households it's a growth industry signaled from the country this morning that he's got trouble 
enough on the home front primary elections in oklahoma massachusetts and washington state were an 
ominous early warning for the white house nbc's lisa myers tonight today the house floor was abuzz with 
anxiety-ridden democrats well there's near panic out there a great commotion great concern that some of the 
stalwarts of the party are in trouble the near panic was triggered by yesterday's defeat of popular oklahoma 
representative mike synar who lost his democratic primary to a 71 year old retired school teacher synar had 
outspent his opponent 20-1 and there was house speaker tom foley's surprisingly poor showing in his 
primary i'm looking forward to an earlier journey of the congress also in big trouble the biggest names in the 
democratic party massachusetts senator ted kennedy and 
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massachusetts senator ted kennedy and new york governor mario cuomo what's behind it i think is overall 
cynicism distrust of government and a willingness to take a look at alternatives president clinton also is a big 
liability particularly in the south and west republicans are gloating i do not remember except for nixon the last 


month before he resigned i do not remember any president in my lifetime being in as much trouble as clinton 
with as many people mad at him democrats are frantically distancing themselves georgia governor zelle 
miller was an early clinton supporter but on the president's last political stop in georgia miller and other 
democrats were out of sight sitting here rather than sharing the stage democrat representative don johnson 
said he didn't want the president to campaign in his district unless clinton endorsed his opponent well i 
consider president clinton to be irrelevant to my district congressional democrats have dumped parts of the 
president's legislative agenda including health reform so they can get home and campaign they say voters 
are so surly they wouldn't get credit for passing anything anyway lisa myers nbc news the capitol a times 
mirror poll out today confirms that the country is fed up with partisan politics as usual really fed up 57 percent 
disagree with the notion that government is run for the people more than half 53 percent are open to a third 
party that number goes to 60 percent among younger voters with fall elections just six weeks away anti- 
incumbent favor is also on the rise and texas billionaire ross perot was on the road again with more red-hot 
rhetoric we have more now from nbc's bob abernathy perrault himself is not a candidate this year but he's on 
a tent city campaign to fire up his supporters who he says are more angry at washington today than they 
were two years ago the people must tell the government how 
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the people must tell the government how we want them to do things exercise their vote kick the rascals out 
let's take care of this country perot's backers are part of a growing block of voters who are alienated angry 
and fiercely anti-incumbent they're mad at partisan bickering and they say hey a parks on both your houses 
uh i wanted you to listen to me and deal with the real problems in my life and all you did was fight for two 
years a los angeles times mirror poll published this week found 53 percent said there should be a third 
political party and 60 percent said there should be new people in washington even if they were not as 
effective as experienced politicians around the country election results reflect the polls congressman mike 
sinar of oklahoma an eight-term veteran this week lost his primary race to a little-known retired school 
principal oklahoma also became the eighth state to approve term limits for congressmen and senators in 
washington state speaker of the house tom foley narrowly won renomination and in massachusetts even 
senator edward kennedy is reported in a close re-election race pollsters say the mood of voters this year 
supports newcomers challengers outsiders and above all change a lot of voters have concluded it doesn't 
really matter who i send to washington until i fundamentally change that place and it's made them very 
reformist and almost somewhat revolutionary in some of their tendencies if millions of voters remain cynical 
and angry and if they turn out in force in november there may not be a revolution here but there will be big 
change bob abernathy nbc news washington fear loathing anticipation and among republicans unrestrained 
glee about the november elections democrats are bracing for the worst republicans now are beginning to talk 
openly about taking control of the house and the senate today gop congressional candidates were 
summoned to washington and given a battle plan however as nbc's 
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and given a battle plan however as nbc's lisa myers tells us tonight it is long on promises but short on sound 
premises it was a political extravaganza more than 350 republican members of congress and candidates on 
the capitol steps bearing flags and promising tax cuts and trying to convince voters this was not just another 
campaign stunt republicans called their promises a contract today we republicans are signing a contract with 
america we pledge ourselves in writing to a new agenda of reform respect and renewal their agenda tax cuts 
for just about everyone seniors business families with children even new american dream savings accounts 
for the middle class also promised more money for defense and a balanced budget amendment an 
independent budget expert called it standard political bunk it doesn't add up because nobody wants to hear 
the truth everybody wants to talk about benefits and nobody wants to talk about cost democrats called the 
contract a big fraud if you like reagan supply side economics you will love this riverboat gamble republicans 
did list a few possible spending cuts but they fell hundreds of billions of dollars short of balancing the budget 
in their contract republicans also promised votes in the first hundred days on welfare reform and term limits 
to require members of congress to retire after 12 years republican leader newt gingrich already has served 


16 years and they're for term limits do they think america has forgotten how to count honestly what's more 
gingrich said any term limit bill probably will apply only to future members of congress who's been here you 
know this is your last term you don't run again and politicians wonder why voters are cynical lisa myers nbc 
news the capitol home in miami today the first debate between florida governor lawton trials and his 
republican challenger 
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and his republican challenger and in dallas texas tonight a big fundraiser for the opponent of governor ann 
richards two big races two key states why do we care well it's all in one name here's nbc's bob fallon 
depending on your point of view they are either chips off the old block or just two sons of bushes there's jeb 
in florida running against big government against crime i know that punishment alone won't solve our crime 
problem but it's where we have to start there is george w running in texas against big government against 
crime we have a serious crime problem in texas because we don't keep violent criminals behind bars the 
brothers insist they are running on their own but their father has helped each son raise lots of campaign 
money two honorable decent sons uh willing to serve in what teddy roosevelt called the arena i believe i'm 
the luckiest guy in the world and the bush name is giving the sun's opponents fits i would say it impacts the 
campaign about four million dollars worth anytime he needs to fill up the coffers he calls for daddy but the 
governors also remember president bush carried these two states in 1992 so rather than attack him they hint 
the suns are daddy's boys still wet behind the ears there is no experience even on the local level of 
participation in any way and critics chortle that the bush brothers are nothing but new suits and a shoe shine 
they know about as much about running government as a hog knows about mozart [Music] but each bush 
knows voters are fed up and except for one glitch the first day of hunting season when george w shot and 
killed a protected songbird each is exploiting popular discontent polls now show they are in virtual dead 
heats with the incumbents i like the mother and the father all of them to win here and in florida the bush 
brothers 





here and in florida the bush brothers will not just have to topple two popular incumbents they'll also have to 
convince voters the state house jobs are something they've earned not inherited bob fall noc news austin 
texas the midterm elections approaching in november there are numerous predictions around of a bloodbath 
for incumbents especially democrats one race that's being watched closely is in pennsylvania here's nbc's 
tom pettitt they're all focused on one thing this is the republican senate candidate at a fundraiser in an 
affluent philadelphia suburb last night so it's a savings mechanism and it truly is health security old rick 
santorum is running hard against the incumbent senator and against president clinton the senator is 68-year- 
old harris wofford the defining issue is health care reform i think part of what in the tv ads senator wofford still 
pushes his record on health before his election no one even talked about health care reform then harris 
wofford forced health care to the top of the nation's agenda congressman santorum attacks wofford's record 
his health care plan is more taxes more more freedom given up to the government more choices given to the 
government for for a bureaucrat to tell you how to run your life theirs has become a campaign of charge and 
counter charge on the health issue it will be a vital issue in it because congressman santorum has opposed 
practical health care reform every step along the way in 1992 bill clinton championed health care reform 
patterned after what harris wofford had found to be a winning issue when he ran in 91 but since then health 
care reform has died a slow death on capitol hill now senator wofford like many other democrats is not as 
keen about being buddy buddy with clinton are you going to ask the president to campaign for you or not i've 
made up my mind i don't know my own schedule for for two years uh i mean you don't know if you want the 
president of the united states in there i don't know whether it's going to help congressman santorum uh get 
away with the trick of saying this is a referendum on clinton 
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this is a referendum on clinton uh or would confuse people republican strategist william crystal in washington 
the wofford victory anticipated a clinton victory i think a warfare defeat would anticipate a clinton defeat 
experts give santorum a real shot at winning republicans must win wofford seat and six others to seize 
control of the next senate tom pettit nbc news at the capitol two men are being sought tonight now to the 
campaign trail in pennsylvania in a congressional district near philadelphia the incumbent is feeling the heat 
because of a controversial vote more than a year ago here's nbc's tom pettitt marjorie margolies-mezvinsky 
first-term democrat of philadelphia is in trouble and running scared even though she was all smiles in a 
parade today she cannot get away from her one famous and controversial vote which her republican 
challenger john fox exploits at every opportunity we have a woman who said one thing in washington and did 
another thing august five nineteen ninety three a date that will live in infamy for margolis mezvinsky clinton's 
budget was in trouble in the house the president was desperately calling around looking for votes he finally 
persuaded margolies vezvinsky to cast a tie-breaking yes vote to her constituents she had promised to vote 
no conference reporters agreed to objection a motion to recommit is laid upon the table in return for her vote 
he had promised to visit her district which he did but since then the president's popularity has declined even 
more in her district if the question is am i running from the president uh i don't run from friends still that one 
pro-clinton vote is remembered in her congressional district which is predominantly republican i would vote 
almost for anybody against her i don't like her kind of politics at all i don't agree with her way of thinking in the 
smaller democratic wards of her district people also remember the proprietor of the 401 restaurant is 
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the proprietor of the 401 restaurant is bill danitz i think it's going to hurt her i think fox has a good chance of 
winning but i thought it was the right thing to do it was the same scenario i would do it again this week 
republican candidates for the house fox among them signed a pledge to pursue a conservative agenda such 
as seeking a balanced budget amendment the republicans hope to pick up an additional forty seats if they do 
they would control the house for the first time since the nineteen fifties tom pettitt nbc news at the politics 
now this off-year election is shaping up as one of the most explosive in a long time republicans are speaking 
openly about gaining control of the house and the senate and there is no more dramatic example of the 
difficulties facing the democrats than the fate of the most powerful member of the house the speaker nbc's 
lisa myers is in washington state tonight no speaker has been defeated since 1860 but tom foley's friends 
fear he has a date with history this weekend foley played down his troubles telling all who asked that this 
race isn't that different from other years why should i be panicking you know this is uh i welcome elections 
more liberal than his fiercely independent district foley has survived scares before but the danger signs are 
more numerous this year after capturing 55 of the vote in the general election two years ago foley dropped to 
35 percent at a five-way primary this year his lowest ever he is closely associated with an unpopular 
president and the leading symbol of an institution which the public ranks only slightly above car salesmen 
these people voted for foley last time but say never again a lot of things that's happening in congress now 
that i don't like and it seems like foley he's head of the house so he must be in control of it so well i'm not 
very fond of clinton and i think he's standing behind clinton all the way because if that weren't baggage 
enough there is also the matter of term limits 
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there is also the matter of term limits foley infuriated some by going to court to challenge a limit on 
congressional terms approved by washington state voters last year essentially suing his own constituents 
foley's republican opponent george nethercutt seized on that as proof foley is out of touch nethercut reminds 
voters of what young foley said 30 years ago when trying to oust the district's veteran congressman what he 
said then really is that no one should serve in congress for 22 years that congress needs new ideas new 
energy a new generation of leader that's what i represent this year foley fights back by pointing out that his 
30 years worth of clout saved the local air force base tom foley fighting for our washington the message is 
beginning to get through i think we're losing we're going to lose a lot a lot more than we'll gain but the 
speaker is a big target in a year when many voters talk of throwing the bums out and he seems oddly 
disengaged from what appears to be the fight of his political life lisa myers nbc news spokane washington 


this country in political news tonight the coming fall election will be tough for hundreds of senate and 
congressional candidates especially some of the women among them nbc's tom pettitt tonight on the 
dynamics in decision 94. first term congresswoman leslie byrne campaigning today in fairfax virginia just 
outside washington d.c as an outsider she won easy election in 92 but now she is the incumbent as her male 
opponent observes voters might like the first electing a woman the first time and give them the benefit of the 
doubt but after you're in for two years that luster wears very thin but burn now is part of american political 
history of women winning high office the number of women running for congress has been rising since 1990 
in 1992 women made a big gain from 28 to 47 members of the house women in the senate went from 2 to 7 
in 92. 
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92. this year across the country women are in races for the senate in nine states and in the house of 
representatives in more than 30 states women won big in 92 because there were a lot of vacant 
seats the economy was poor and there was an anti-incumbent mood in the country things are 
different this year and races are tougher the national women's political caucus projects women will 
pick up only five to seven more seats in the house this year i think in the senate we're going to add 
one maybe two women and that again may not be the big leap of 92 but it's great in maine 
republican olympia snow is in a hot race to succeed senator george mitchell after 16 years in the 
house she is hardly a new face her opponent tom andrews is a supposed heir apparent to george 
mitchell's seat snow is missed that three women senators murray mikulski and boxer actually went 
to maine to oppose her this one woman senator uh said that back in 1992 that having a man good 
on women's issues wasn't enough only a woman would do and i guess she changed her mind in 
1994 when i was running for the united states senate that'd be senator boxer right that's right just 
because someone's a woman doesn't mean every woman supports them the problem for women 
candidates this year is not different from their male counterparts the electorate seems turned off by 
congress and by clinton it's that old malaise again tom pettitt nbc news at the capitol with the 
midterm elections less than four weeks away tonight the associated press reports that a majority of 
voters at polled say they want a change someone knew representing them in congress and two out 
of three of them said they favor term limits nbc's tom pettit on those who serve and those who want 
them out this is the nerve center of an organization trying to radically change congress by getting 
states to limit the number of terms that can be served by a representative or a senator we believe 
it'll it'll make a tremendous difference in the way congress works sixteen states already 
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congress works sixteen states already have approved term limits eight more are voting to enact or 
strengthen term limits next month tourists visiting the capitol building today were outspoken in their 
disaffection with congress the term limits are a good idea that we need to do something to change the good 
old boy system that we have now you get them out of there get some fresh ideas fresh people in in the 
boston area today the organization promoting term limits was passing out flyers saying more than 12 years in 
the senate is too long they say this has nothing to do with ted kennedy's 32 years in the senate tom foley of 
washington has served 30 years in the house the senior woman pat schroeder of colorado 22 years senator 
orrin hatch of utah first elected in 1976 is considered a shoe-in for his fourth term in the u.s senate at the 
same time there's an organized drive in his state to impose term restrictions we want to be part of the 
bandwagon effect so that we can show that the people are behind it so that congress will be motivated to 
pass a constitutional amendment we believe that we already have term limits and they're called elections 
later in its current session the supreme court will decide if it's constitutional for states to set term limits for 
congress it is a controversial idea but another expression of america's yearning for change tom pettitt nbc 
news washington now to politics in texas where a single vote on the house floor has thrown a powerful 
incumbent into the tightest race of his congressional career nbc's joe johns explains jack brooks first elected 


in 1952 is pushing his image as one tough guy in congress you've always heard he's tough well he is 
congressman jack brooks but brooks's republican opponent says the chairman of the house judiciary 
committee wasn't tough enough in his stand against gun control there was a sense of betrayal that really that 
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betrayal that really that what he had promised he reneged on what brooks promised was to fight against the 
assault weapons ban he did but the ban passed by two votes and was folded into the crime bill brooks voted 
for that and now he's feeling the heat all of these people that are complaining now if they had just done this 
much work with some other members of congress we might have gotten those two votes the national rifle 
association endorsed brooks in may but now is officially neutral and gun owners of america headquartered in 
springfield virginia is actively trying to bring brooks down with fax attacks and computer bulletin board alerts if 
we have too many more friends like that we're not going to have any guns left in our country brooks is also 
targeted by supporters of congressional term limits but is trying to sell his experience as a virtue because i 
feel like he's a vital part of our community here and his tenureship in congress and everything i think that he's 
just really really important to us i think we just need some new perspective two years ago in the last election 
brooks won 54 of the vote to beat steve stockman if brooks wins this year it will likely be by a smaller margin 
joe johns nbc news at the capitol in california the big election issue this year is the so-called save our state 
initiative that would bar illegal immigrants from receiving health and education benefits but in los angeles 
today tens of thousands turned out to voice their opposition to the controversial measure polls show likely 
voters supporting the measure two to one when nightly news continues gender and the blame game politics 
now in big money as you may have noticed this is not your average midterm election it's really a street fight 
and the potential exists for a major turnover in congress and as nbc's pete williams tells us now the 
campaign could wind up being the most expensive midterm election ever senator ted kennedy is fighting 
hard for reelection in massachusetts he 
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hard for reelection in massachusetts he and his republican opponent mitt romney have together spent eight 
and a half million dollars on their campaigns michael huffington has already spent 17 million dollars to unseat 
senator dianne feinstein in california add the cost of that race to the state's hot campaign for governor that's 
55 million so far about the same as the city budget of salinas california total spending during midterm 
elections like this year's is usually about half of what's spent when there's a presidential election but the 
republican national committee says it will spend about 60 million dollars this year about what it spent in the 
92 presidential election and a big jump over the 38 million the republican party spent in the last midterm 
election an even bigger increase for the democratic national committee 40 million this year more than three 
times what the party spent on the 90 midterms since 1978 total spending by candidates for the house and 
senate in midterm elections has more than doubled there's no way to know how much candidates will spend 
this year but a strong anti-incumbent mood has many like virginia's chuck robb on the run from high 
spending challengers and with the price of admission to congress going up some fear that no matter who 
gets elected politicians all become captive to the same money new members of congress do in fact start 
raising money from the very same types of people the very same interest groups as we have seen in the 
other fund other campaigns in the past but business contributors say big spending on politics is no cause for 
alarm we spend more in this country on advertising almost any product like candy bars or chewing gum than 
we now spend on commute having allowing politicians to communicate with voters and the heaviest 
spending season is just beginning the closing weeks of the campaign pete williams nbc news washington 
and of course most of that campaign cash goes directly to television and radio advertising and many of those 
are attack ads as nbc's national correspondent bob kerr tells us tonight they are bringing new meaning to the 
phrase down and dirty 
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phrase down and dirty outwardly this year's campaigns look like any others but this year's have turned uglier 
faster and are hitting new highs in media spending with new lows on tv why can't chuck robb tell the truth 
about the cocaine parties now oliver north is lying about chuck robb the senate's become a retirement home 
for career politicians like dick bryant they're spending more on more negative ads for house races average 
media spending rose 196 percent from ninety two thousand to two hundred seventy two thousand dollars 
between nineteen seventy six and ninety two for senate races a one hundred fifty four percent increase from 
one 1.1 to 2.9 million dollars by labor day oliver north had spent eight hundred thousand dollars on ads that's 
about three times the amount the last virginia republican spent in an entire campaign in california millionaire 
michael huffington already has broken the record huffington already has spent 10 of his 17 million dollars on 
ads and what's new this year is that several old timers who thought they were above negative campaigning 
have resorted to it i think in this day and age and television if you're not confrontational if you don't make a lot 
of noise or be a little outrageous you won't get much attention demonizing congress is popular this year the 
government is the most formidable enemy of all sometimes another new twist using the president as a 
punching bag how did martin lancaster get so out of touch well look who he's running around with in 
washington the clinton miller team now we're feeling their pain this orgy of president and government 
bashing won't make it easier for anyone who does get elected to convince voters that things have changed 
bob kerr nbc news washington politics now president clinton was back on the campaign trail again today and 
he got a warm reception in massachusetts 
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got a warm reception in massachusetts with ted kennedy like a lot of incumbents kennedy is in a very tough 
reelection fight but a new poll out today says that he has now opened a 10-point lead over republican 
challenger mitt romney district today 240 miles from seattle preparing for a political debate later tonight the 
speaker is a prime candidate for falling victim to anti-incumbent fever nbc's joe johns has the story house 
speaker tom foley is on his way to spending more than a million dollars in his re-election campaign but with 
time running out polls show foley is still in grave danger of becoming the democrats biggest election day 
casualty this year the foley campaign blames part of its problems on outsiders our opponent has around five 
hundred thousand dollars committed here by outside groups that are dedicated to the defeat of tom foley 
those interests include the national rifle association and the national taxpayers union meanwhile foley's 
opponent george nethercutt is asking voters whether the job of speaker of the house is at odds with the 
district and he's playing up dissatisfaction with the ways of washington d.c by linking foley to the president it's 
recognized that mr foley represents the clinton agenda in congress foley seniority and congress is working 
against him too he was first elected in 1964 but when voters passed a law to limit terms of members of 
congress foley challenged it in court the question of term limits has to be decided by a constitutional process 
if you want to have term limits in the country the only way i believe that can be done is by an amendment to 
the united states constitution people in this restaurant in foley's district don't like their congressman's attempt 
to overturn their vote that's like setting down rules for your teenager and your teenager saying i'm going to 
take you to court mom you're wrong he should not have sued the state holy's strategy is to push his clout 
and the money he's brought to the district a federal grant 
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brought to the district a federal grant for new police officers a plan to rescue a local air force base but not 
everyone is impressed the stuff that he claims he brought in i think was already going to be here anyway do 
we want to trade for our district the third most powerful man in the federal government for the 537th most 
powerful man which netherland would be history is on tom foley's side he's had tough elections before and 
no speaker since 1860 has lost an election but so far money has not helped him much joe johns nbc news 
washington also at stake this year governor's offices those are critical to both parties because governors 
helped shape the national agenda in presidential election years there are races this fall in 36 states 
democrats hold the job in 21 of those states but that's likely to change polls show voters in 14 states favoring 
republicans democrats are running ahead in 10 others the 12 remaining are tossups right now and they 
include some of the biggest states in new york governor mario cuomo is in the race of his career the 


challenger george pataki says 12 years of cuomo is long enough among the key issues crime taxes and 
voter frustration in texas another tight race and crime is the number one issue and president bush's eldest 
son george w a political newcomer is using it well governor ann richards hopes the quick federal response to 
last week's floods reminds voters of the value of her experience meantime in florida another bush son jeb is 
running strong and winning support for his conservative agenda he wants more prison beds and more 
welfare reform democratic incumbent lawton childs undefeated in a political career which began in the 60s 
he is trailing his message that his challenger is too far to the right the biggest electoral prize of all is california 
where the latest polls show republican incumbent pete wilson 
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show republican incumbent pete wilson once thought to be an easy mark holding a comfortable lead over 
democrat kathleen brown one key difference their views on proposition 187 the initiative that would deny 
most public services to illegal immigrants wilson supports it brown does not politics now to massachusetts 
and a political fight that ted kennedy probably never imagined the challenge of his political life from a 
businessman with a famous name but who was a complete unknown things came to a head last night when 
they faced off for the very first time here's nbc's fred briggs for senator kennedy the most critical night of the 
campaign the veteran political insider versus mitt romney millionaire outsider calling for a change i have a 
plan i have a position paper on health care what is the cost of your program uh i don't have a cost of money i 
don't have a class okay no i'm sorry i don't have i don't have the congressional interest i don't have the 
congressional budget wore his incumbency proudly it was his clouten experience against romney the venture 
capitalist few had heard of until last summer when he launched an ad blitz against kennedy he doesn't want 
to talk about welfare because i'll vote for a complete overhaul and he won't until two weeks ago romney was 
even in some polls ahead of kennedy it's kennedy's first serious challenge and it's forced him to campaign as 
never before i need your help i need that help and i need it badly badly enough to go negative in his political 
end something he's rarely done in business he made 11 million dollars in two years while his largest 
company provided no health insurance to many workers romney has denied that but he's done some 
negative campaigning too which may have backfired he recently slipped 10 points in the polls he accused 
kennedy's blind trust of getting a sweetheart deal on a washington office building kennedy puts up 308 
thousand dollars government agencies lease space and he makes 10 million a charge romney repeated in 
the debate blind trust that appeared not to be quite so blind 
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quite so blind the kennedys are not in public service to make rock make money we have paid too high a price 
the two newspapers sponsoring the debates called it a draw but they also said that romney's failure to score 
a knockout punch could cause further slippage in the polls kennedy was certainly acting as if he'd won there 
will be a rematch the final debate is tomorrow night and now for romney that could be critical fred briggs nbc 
news boston now to politics and the numbers game as decision 94 approaches republicans need a gain of 
seven seats to take over the senate 40 seats to take over the house many eyes are on the south this season 
with predictions that many democratic seats will go gop nbc's tom pettit tonight on the potential for turnover 
this part of mississippi has not elected a republican to congress since reconstruction but this year may be 
different the democratic candidate is the underdog the republican candidate is ahead according to his own 
polls mississippi's first district has become a major battleground in the gop national strategy to win up to 12 
congressional districts in six southern states in mississippi the congressional race has taken on national 
significance if we win in the first district of mississippi it is at least a precursor of major major gains for 
republicans in the south around tupelo mississippi where elvis presley was born mississippians who voted 
republican for president are now going for other gop candidates mississippi is becoming more urban more 
republican and less democratic my family's always been democrat i mean here in the south you know years 
ago everyone was democrat and what has made the change probably is clinton democrat bill wheeler agrees 
that for him president clinton is not an asset clearly uh you know president clinton is uh not very popular here 
bill wheeler 33 
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not very popular here bill wheeler 33 years old is the democrat trying to succeed 84 year old jamie whitton 
whitten retired after 53 years the all-time record for congressional service this is an important election the 
most important in 50 years because it's going to determine the direction this state is going to go in roger 
wecker 42 is the republican seeking to capitalize on anti-clinton sentiment voters are about to send a clear 
message to bill clinton and the liberals in washington d.c we don't like your policies and it's time for a change 
in the united states of america the loudest message may be that a lot of southern conservative democrats 
have decided they're really conservative republicans tom bennett nbc news washington now to california and 
political heat from a flammable issue texas could this fight be coming to a city council near you our report 
from nbc's kelly o'donnell in covina california a bedroom community about 20 miles east of los angeles there 
is an angry mood among voters they're threatening to recall the entire city council they did that just two years 
ago after the old city council passed a tax on utilities mostly gas and electricity bills all five members were 
booted out and a new vocally anti-tax group was voted in linda sarver one of the movement's leaders 
became a council member and mayor pro tem of the city but after going over the city's books she realized 
the government faced a 2.3 million dollar budget deficit the only way i can give them fair and honest 
representation is to tell them the truth and if the truth is i was wrong at least i'm willing to go to them and say i 
was wrong so sarver pushed the new city council to approve a new utilities tax one even higher than the 
original now her former political allies are her sworn political enemies and are leading the recall effort what 
we're trying to do which is basically 
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we're trying to do which is basically to recall these people who've failed to keep their promise one of the new 
council supporters these days is a member of the old council you got to hand it to them they stuck their neck 
out and they may get banged around for but they did the right thing as an outsider you're only able to scratch 
the surface as an insider you're able to come in and jump into it with both feet and really get in and find out 
what's going on layoffs were another approach the council considered reducing police and fire services to 
balance the budget sarver says she's convinced the council made the responsible choice the coming recall 
election will give voters here in this community a chance to show if they define responsible government the 
same way kelly o'donnell nbc news covena california trip to the middle east and writing a bounce in the polls 
was out on the campaign trail again today but even if people are feeling somewhat better about the president 
some of his fellow democrats are making no progress at all with the voters case in point pennsylvania here's 
nbc's jim klazewski at philadelphia city hall president clinton set out today on a political rescue mission to try 
to save next week's elections for some of his fellow democrats the crowd was small but enthusiastic this 
president is on a roll polls show that democrats have indeed gained some new momentum well folks the sun 
has begun to shine in this election but he's got his work cut out for him in one statewide poll in pennsylvania 
senator harris wofford trails a two-term relatively unknown congressman rick santorum by 11 points wofford 
like other democrats hopes the president's recent rise in the polls will rub off on him you are not only a man 
from hope you practice the politics of hope the president's whirlwind coast to coast 
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the president's whirlwind coast to coast campaign will take him to nine states in seven days in districts where 
the race is either a toss-up or democrats are well behind that includes seven democratic senators and 90 
representatives despite signs of improvement he's not welcome everywhere there are no stops in the south 
where democrats are also in trouble besides suddenly discovering their president democrats also think they 
found an issue that cuts against republicans social security social security a sacred contract with the 
american people and in washington released ads claiming that the republican so-called contract with america 
would lead to drastic cuts and social security benefits the republicans they're at it again the president's 
political advisors don't believe that this campaign swing will necessarily win any converts but hope that by 
raising the social security issue it'll scare enough of their own democrats to get them out to vote jim 
miklaszewski nbc news philadelphia purchase of new york governor mario cuomo was headed for certain 


defeat until the big gun from the big apple came to his aid here's nbc's lisa myers a few weeks ago even 
governor cuomo's own strategist feared he was doomed he needed a miracle liberalism was out of fashion 
his job approval ratings down to 30 percent new yorkers were mad as hell welfare spending is up he 
supports nothing he stands for nothing 12 years we need four more years of this republican george pataki 
built up a sizable lead by promising change a 25 tax cut imposition of the death penalty when they look 
they're going to see a leader who's going to cut spending so we can cut taxes and create jobs still his biggest 
claim to fame he is not mario cuomo but in the last two weeks this race has changed dramatically new 
yorkers still are angry but polls now show cuomo surging to a sizable lead a comeback which may offer hope 
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which may offer hope to endangered incumbents across the country cuomo had raised doubts about pataki 
portraying him as an empty suit and a stooge for controversial new york senator al damato everywhere 
pataki goes senator al domato leads him by the hand [Music] the miracle came last week from a republican 
who's in a blood feud with d'amato my choice is mario cuomo new york mayor rudy giuliani a tough former 
prosecutor endorsed cuomo cutting bataki to shreds in the process some republicans are enraged [Music] 
excuse me wait wait what was that i said giuliani is a the way you use that word you look to me like a guy 
who's very familiar with the species pataki support has plummeted some voters defecting to an independent 
candidate others to cuomo albeit reluctantly i feel the devil you know is better than the devil you don't know 
maybe all baggy eyes is really not bad after all and in a year like this isn't that bad is as good as any 
incumbent can hope for lisa myers nbc news new york clinton was back on the campaign trail this time in 
michigan and ohio trying to save two democratic senate seats the president's message republicans are 
playing on people's fears and he urged voters don't let them sucker you in dallas tonight a texas-sized family 
feud ross perot endorsed incumbent texas governor ann richards who's running dead even with george w 
bush who is the son of the former president earlier this year perot had urged americans to elect republicans 
to congress richards is a democrat perot said she's the best choice because she runs the state like a texas 
bulldog it's that kind of year a lot of getting even even within the republican party which has always taken 
pride in its 11th commandment thou shall not speak ill of another 
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thou shall not speak ill of another republican not this year nbc national correspondent bob flaw this is mario 
cuomo true believers consider them turn coats new york city's republican mayor giuliani turning his back on 
the party's gubernatorial candidate george pataki the republican mayor of los angeles richard reardon turning 
thumbs down on republican senatorial hopeful michael huffington i am proud to endorse dianne feinstein for 
the united states senate but it's not just the republican men folks straying from the reservation nancy reagan 
recently savaged virginia's republican senatorial candidate ollie north in pennsylvania the widow of the late 
republican senator john heinz sandbagged the republican there who would be senator this year i'm 
supporting howard wilpy helen milliken wife of the next gop governor in michigan did likewise to michigan's 
republican governor not since the goldwater nomination in 1964 have so many big-name republicans 
crossed over to reject so many party nominees duly noted today by the president when he called a radio talk 
show in rhode island a lot of these mainstream republicans are horrified by the destructive extremist wing 
that has taken over the republican party the common denominator in all this moderate republicans are 
spurning conservatives most of them johnny come lately to the party pragmatism also counts reardon thinks 
huffington won't do much for la giuliani thinks cuomo will do more for new york giuliani also relished getting 
even with his republican rival senator alfons d'amato pataki's chief patron nancy reagan also acts as if she 
has a score to settle a key republican strategist says not to worry the real crossover story of this election is 
the number of democrats voting for republicans that's why republicans are going to make such big gains the 
republican crossovers suggest a party divided not unraveling what all those strange new political bedfellows 
suggest is how upside down this political year has turned bob fall noc news washington in georgia and 
throughout the south democrats are finding well organized well-financed republicans 
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organized well-financed republicans wherever they turn and it doesn't help them to have a southern 
democrat in the white house in fact he's one of the problems for southern democrats clinton and taxes you 
hear a lot about that here even during otherwise good times don't have to go far in atlanta to find voters who 
are not happy they blame government too much money wasted they need to get back in touch with the 
people many workers with good jobs like these building the 1996 olympic games stadium are fed up taxes 
are killing me it makes a big difference in what i buy and what i eat this voter unhappiness is a big threat to 
conservative democrats who have held power here for generations because brokers don't fix it right now i 
think it's broke many of these workers live outside of atlanta in small towns like covington here 35 miles to 
the east this is the 10th congressional district and the democratic incumbent don johnson is struggling in his 
re-election campaign i think the damage has been done at jim stahlby's restaurant today there was no 
shortage of political cynicism and anger absolutely but life is pretty good in this area isn't it people are feeling 
pretty good about each other right i think so but they don't attribute their success to the politicians taxes you 
feel like you pay a lot of time yes i do taxes when are we gonna ever get a tax cut because i always raise tax 
rate tax and i'm not sure what they're going toward you don't feel like you're getting any money back for the 
taxes you're paying you got that right we elected the democrat uh they were expecting change and i think the 
bureaucracy so large is very difficult to have any noticeable changes and a lot of people are not seeing the 
changes south prepared to change do you think i think there's a move for change in covington and newton 
county it used to be when you talked politics here you were talking democratic it was almost always that way 
it isn't that way anymore i'm don 
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it isn't that way anymore i'm don johnson so many people are upset with first term congressman johnson 
running for congress he often neglects to tell voters he's a democrat or even that he's a member of congress 
and he went to washington d.c and he didn't last six months before he started voting with bill clinton basically 
he betrayed us dentist charlie norwood was so fed up he sold his practice and won the republican primary 
u.s Congress yes ma'am even though he has no previous political experience norwood may well ride the tide 
of discontent to victory next tuesday i voted for congressman johnson in 92 not this year farmer jay campbell 
a lifelong democrat is supporting norwood because he is more conservative we are going to dump mr 
johnson but some supporters are so cynical they're already putting citizen candidate norwood on notice i told 
charlie if you don't go up there and deliver in two years i'll be campaigning against you almost everyone 
agrees that this has been the ugliest most hateful election campaign in a long long time with a record number 
of dollars spent too many of them on attack ads character assassinations that offer no solutions we have four 
full days left and a great deal hanging in the balance president clinton was on the trail again today trying to 
rally the democratic voters against what has been a very strong republican current nbc's jim miklaszewski 
when president clinton agreed to today's campaign stop in new york governor mario cuomo was in trouble 
and to hear these two jealous still on the ropes i am an underdog i started as an underdog i look like an 
underdog i like being an underdog make mario cuomo the real comeback kid of new york state but the fact is 
cuomo's already pulled ahead of republican george pataki by as much as a dozen points and he got an 
unexpected boost this week from an unlikely ally ross perot rowe agreed to campaign for independent 
candidate thomas golisano who's expected to pull voters away from 
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who's expected to pull voters away from pataki and all but hand the race to cuomo but republicans in general 
are poised to take over a majority of the governor's seats nationwide republicans now have governors in 20 
states and could see a net gain of 11 next tuesday giving them a firm majority of 31. that would be 
confirmation of a major major andy clinton and andy washington tied late today the president came to des 
moines where democrat bonnie campbell has a good shot to take the governor's seat away from republican 
terry branstad pulling out all the stops president clinton told these iowans republicans would hit them where it 
hurts and end farm subsidies as soon as election was over republican senator from kansas their leader 
would take the lead in doing just that it was also announced today that iowa is prosecuting the first suspect 
under three strikes you're out in the crime bill the white house insists it was coincidence not politics this may 


have been the easy part of the president's five-day campaign swing from here he heads off to states where 
democrats are locked in dead heats or are just dead last jim klazzewski nbc news des moines the big prize 
for republicans of course congress where they've not ruled both houses since 1954. it's a long reach to the 
house this time but they do feel they have a shot and as nbc's andrea mitchell tells us tonight for the senate 
this time it's a race to the wire for the next four days the president's biggest job stopping republicans from 
gaining control of the senate tomorrow minnesota al gore was there yesterday a new poll shows democrat 
anne winnea only one point behind republican rod grams a dead heat we've got a surprise for the 
republicans ladies and gentlemen we're going to elect anne winnea but minnesota is one of the few potential 
bright spots for the democrats to gain control of the senate republicans need to pick up seven seats 
according to most polls they are all but certain to gain five 





all but certain to gain five maine michigan ohio arizona and tennessee republicans have a good shot at four 
more in pennsylvania virginia oklahoma and a second seat in tennessee democrats in three other states 
california new mexico and new jersey are ahead but could be vulnerable white house strategists say the 
president has already prevented what could have been a republican route if the democrats felt that there 
wasn't a chance that this was a blowout they weren't going to vote and that was our concern that has turned 
around now the races are competitive but mr clinton's appearances have had mixed results monday 
pennsylvania no gain democrat harris wofford still 10 points behind in other states a clinton visit could do 
more harm than good in virginia he came in unannounced in the dead of night on tuesday michigan 
democrat bob carr has dropped three points since the president's visit well the first rule in presidential travel 
this close to election is do no harm and there are places where you know maybe he might not do much good 
if the president needed any more motivation for trying to save the senate all he has to do is think about his 
chief whitewater tormentor al d'amato gaining subpoena power as chairman of the senate banking 
committee andrea mitchell nbc news at the white house this is a big year for the unconventional candidates 
the men and women who have never run for office before more of them are in the republican party and as 
nbc's lisa myers tells us tonight the gop this year is more than ever a house of many colors close your eyes 
and j.c watts could be just another republican we've got to have welfare reform we can't continue to measure 
compassion in this country by how many people on food stamps and in public housing but watts has never 
been just another anything he was a star quarterback at the university of oklahoma the first black elected 
statewide in oklahoma to the oil and gas commission and now he's favored to become the first black 
republican elected to congress from the south since reconstruction and his district is 95 percent wide 


01:00:02 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sFRrajMgtHE&t=3602s 





and his district is 95 percent wide his democratic opponent seemed to try to make race an issue this is jc 
watts in his younger days he played football this is david perryman as a young farm boy this was the pig skin 
he knew i was a little so insulted let me tell you why because they're making fun of my afro and i'm pretty 
proud of my afro republican leaders see candidates like watts as part of a long-term effort to change the 
party's image and increased support among blacks however how black republicans do this fall may say more 
about progress among white voters of the record 23 black republican candidates for congress eight from the 
south those with an outside chance of winning are like watts in overwhelmingly wide districts ron freeman in 
missouri joe baylor in texas connecticut congressman gary franks in a tough re-election fight also represents 
a white district conservative white republican voters are now willing to vote for black republican candidates if 
they follow the party line pro-business conservative watts a minister and a democrat until five years ago 
believes republicans have something to offer minorities and maybe i'm as wrong as two left shoes but i'm 
convinced that there are a whole lot of blacks out there just like jc watts and republicans believe they have 
found the men to search them out lisa myers nbc news oklahoma city here in ohio it's shaping up as a 
disastrous year for democrats in statewide races they're candidates for governor and u.s senate far behind 
vice president al gore was here today trying to help freshman democrat eric fingerhunt hang on to his 
congressional seat law and order is a big issue in this race crime does remain a problem in this area but 


cleveland wants the rest of the country to know that this city is no longer a national joke where the river 
catches fire cleveland has found a political and business formula that could be a lesson for washington and 
beyond 
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and beyond today cleveland is experiencing a renaissance of new construction replacing old manufacturing 
facilities with jobs and tourism and other service related industries helping to draw people and money back to 
the city a new ballpark for the cleveland indians the new gunned arena a major entertainment center and 
home to the cavaliers of the nba the rock and roll hall of fame designed by i am pay scheduled to open next 
summer in the outlying neighborhoods more new homes public and private are being built then anytime since 
the korean war cleveland has gone from being a national joke to a national model of cooperation between 
political leaders and private entrepreneurs mayor michael white and gordon gunn the man behind the arena 
think there's a lesson for the nation i believe that we have to do more of accentuating the positive uh 
throughout the country you walk through our downtown you walk through our neighborhoods and look at 
what we're doing and look at where cleveland's going today it works and you can touch it you can feel it and 
the town is better for it all this means more pride for the people of cleveland and work for members of the 
carpenters union but they do have their concerns people are scared they don't uh they don't have the 30 
years in out and they don't have uh they don't see a future for their own children a lot of things that that just 
upset me personally uh like you know you're going in on some street corners you can see uh youngsters 
who should be in school standing on street going or selling drugs uh it's it's just a sickening feeling we've got 
to get a clinton administration going again if the uh they would leave him alone and let him do his job a lot of 
your buddies who are retired support clinton the way you do no no i haven't there's a wide we got a lot of 
parole and uh what's that a russian limbo and people 
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what's that a russian limbo and people like that and we have some lively discussions on that everyone 
agrees this is a big part of the problem ohio airwaves filled with negative campaign commercials attack ads 
there may be a backlash the people of this nation are sick of this we're tired of turning on a radio and hearing 
you know everything bad about uh the opposition it seems like there'd be no one to vote for we need to 
damn those of us in this business who continue turning this country into a group of cynics this is one city in 
america that knows what can happen if you attack problems not each other cleveland now in the unusual 
position of wanting the rest of the country to catch up there's a new feeling of pride in this city over the next 
three days the big hitters will hit the campaign trail the undecideds will decide and many incumbents may go 
the republicans believe this is their year to rearrange the seating charts in congress in the house the gop 
needs a gain of 40 seats to take control while that's not likely a pickup of 30 or so seats is probable in the 
senate republicans are seven seats away from majority status it will likely be very close five seats seem 
especially vulnerable but it's a changing situation our coverage of the closing days begins with nbc's tom 
pettitt bob dole and other republican leaders are smelling victory as they embark on a last-minute effort to 
win the senate make him majority leader and embarrass bill clinton today dole was in harrisburg 
pennsylvania with the gop senate candidate rick santorum now running neck and neck with democratic 
incumbent harris wofford this is the big one right here rick santorum for dole the magic number is 51. this 
could well be number 51. 51 out of 100 means we have a majority it means that we will set the agenda 
former president bush was in oklahoma 
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former president bush was in oklahoma city last evening pushing the senate candidacy of james inhofe who 
is leading bush took the occasion to take a few verbal shots at clinton he controls the senate he controls the 
house his party can close both hands and he blames us he is wrong the house republican leader georgia 
congressman newt gingrich who has been campaigning all over the country for republicans this weekend 
canceled planned out of state trips to answer his opponent's charges he has ignored his own district his race 


has gotten tighter he can never be speaker if he loses his own seat the south is a major battleground in 
tennessee the gop has a golden opportunity to capture two senate seats howard baker the former senator 
plugged the two candidates dr bill frist slightly ahead fred thompson well out in front i've never stood here 
when things looked better for republicans in the state of tennessee right there in 1994. and my friends i 
believe we're going to elect them both republicans are calling tennessee this year's super bowl of politics if 
we win both tennessee senate seats it's very very likely we'll have a majority in the senate the last time the 
republicans controlled the senate was 1986. president clinton will not be exactly overjoyed if it happens again 
tom pettitt noc news washington this is jim miklaszewski in california with president clinton's campaigning for 
fellow democrats he's been welcomed here but won't step foot in the south where he'd likely do democratic 
candidates more harm than good so vice president al gore became the designated hitter back in his home 
state tennessee today to stump for three-term incumbent jim sasser in order to try and fool people into doing 
what they want they are trying to make you believe that we've done a bad job sasser is locked in the tightest 
race of his career and it's critical to the democrats 
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democrats republicans need a net gain of seven seats to take over the senate clinton advisers concede 
republicans will win at least five and admit that three others are close but back in california it's looking 
sunnier for at least one democrat dianne feinstein's pulled slightly ahead of republican mike huffington in 
some polls immigration is the hot button issue californians will vote tuesday on proposition 187 that would 
deny free public health care and education to illegal aliens mike huffington's for it feinstein's against it in los 
angeles friday night president clinton painted a grim picture of what happens if 187 becomes law it says 
close the health clinics to them even if it creates a public health problem for everybody else it says turn the 
teachers into police officers and kick the kids out on the street it's intended to scare complacent democrats to 
go to the polls and vote people really feel that they have to get out and vote they can make a difference the 
president's visit is critical to to certify that to in effect say your vote counts but what really scares the white 
house is the possibility of a low voter turnout next tuesday that would favor republicans could give them 
control of congress and president clinton political fits for the next two years jim miklaszewski nbc news 
oakland california we are joined this evening in our washington bureau by nbc national correspondent gwen 
eiffel gwen we're hearing now certain commentators saying that if you believe these polls out there the 
republicans in their words might have peaked too early do you buy into any of this well the republicans are 
buying into it and that's what's important there's no question that they were doing really really great in 
september and things have tightened up a lot now but there's so much volatility in all the races right now 
there's a lot of tuning and throwing in pennsylvania and california and oklahoma and tennessee even though 
the republicans are doing well in some of those states that every everything is up in the air 
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up in the air the pro factor this year how does it play he as you know is out and about making various uh 
pronunciations on various candidates uh getting behind certain people will it help will it hurt well what ross 
perot has been in washington state new york state he's on his way to florida rumor has it he's been a lot of 
places new jersey and in most cases he's been to help democrats except in washington state but it's nota 
question of ross perot and his personality that people are voting on this time they're voting on the ross perot 
voter the discontented mostly white males who democrats have had trouble attracting so democrats are 
concentrating on turning out their base getting out blacks getting out women and ross perot is concentrating 
on the people who haven't made up their minds yet who are going to decide so many of these races we just 
saw some of it you've covered this white house how good in your estimation is this president in so-called 
attack mode that's his favorite mode attack mode he waits until he's down and then he tries to play the 
comeback kid certainly did it a lot of times and he's got a lot of cases where he can make it a lot of people to 
come back kids this time the question is whether it works the republicans are trying to strike back right now 
and calling a lot of his charges about social security a big lie but there's no question whether there's no 
there's a big question whether it's too late to turn another ramp turn that around briefly a few seconds left 
handicapped the virginia senate race uh check rob oliver north well the hardest part with the virginia center 


race right now is that ollie north is going for moderate republicans and trying to widen his base and chuck rob 
is trying to turn out his voters by getting jesse jackson to campaign on his behalf this weekend nbc's gwen ifill 
we thank you our coverage of this final campaign weekend continues tomorrow on nbc's meet the press vice 
president gore and senate republican leader bob dole will be tim russert's guests that virginia senate race we 
mentioned just a few moments ago is one of several this year where help in huge numbers from the so- 
called religious right might just tip the balance nbc's bob abernathy tonight on conservatism and clout hello 
this is don with the christian coalition i'm calling to remind you to vote next tuesday 
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vote next tuesday the christian coalition is making a million and a half phone calls to get out the religious 
conservative vote god bless you and have a great day 17 million scorecards on votes by members of 
congress are being mailed and in churches all over the country 33 million voter guides are ready to be 
handed out to worshipers tomorrow but the voter guides have become controversial even before they're 
distributed moderate and liberal religious leaders call them slanted and arrogant and the implication is that 
this is god's side that somehow god is on our side and it's that kind of exploitation of religion that's 
inappropriate based on votes surveys and public statements the voter guides claim to list candidates 
positions on more than a dozen key coalition issues but some candidates say the wording is misleading for 
instance a vote for the crime bill can become supports banning ownership of legal firearms and a vote to lift a 
ban on homosexuals in the military becomes supports homosexuals in the military ralph reed is executive 
director of the christian coalition it's interesting that we are criticized by some for distributing issue literature 
that is nonpartisan and is unbiased and lets people know where the candidates actually stand i think that's a 
public service i think we ought to be applauded for doing so the christian coalition was founded in 1989 by 
religious broadcaster pat robertson it's at work this year in every senate and governor's race and 350 house 
races representing according to reed as he stumps the country 20 to 30 million religious conservatives if 
they're going to be calling 1994 the year of the evangelical voter reed says what he calls the intensity factor 
of religious conservatives is so great this year he expects their turnout to be 50 percent higher than in other 
off-year elections bob abernathy nbc news washington there is word from los angeles california tonight that 
former president ronald 
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tonight that former president ronald reagan has alzheimer's disease reagan who is 83 released a handwritten 
letter late today saying he is in the early stages of the progressive and incurable brain disease an attached 
statement from reagan's personal doctor said that although the former president is in good all-around health 
his condition will deteriorate in the years ahead four million americans suffer from the disease thank god the 
most bitter off your election in a long long time is winding down with all signs pointing to substantial 
republican gains but will they be enough to take control of the senate maybe even the house republicans 
think so president clinton is writing along the front lines trying to rally his troops nbc's andrea mitchell is 
covering the final charge hitting two states where democrats still think they have a chance the president 
pleaded with people to ignore negative polls and get out the vote i want you to focus on what you could do 
between now and tomorrow to talk to other people there's a high rate of undecided in all these surveys to 
make sure that and when he wins today was mr clinton's third visit to minnesota where democrat anne winia 
has been climbing steadily in the polls today he brought the first lady as well you know there are talkers in life 
and there are doers and you have a clear choice on tuesday between a talker and a doer the president also 
returned to michigan for the third time today trying to scare democrats about social security even though 
republicans have said they won't touch it then they say well we didn't say we would cut social security they 
didn't say they wouldn't since returning from the middle east 10 days ago the president has traveled 
thousands of miles to 11 states two of them more than once campaigning for dozens of candidates but most 
of the country especially the south and the southwest have been politically off limits and hundreds of 
candidates have shunned his help but today michigan democrat bob carr who avoided the president last 
month 
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avoided the president last month has pulled even in some polls and he was hanging on to mr clinton like a 
lifeline democratic party officials said michigan like minnesota is crucial to keeping control of the senate go 
forward before coming home one last stop wilmington delaware the senate race here is not close but the 
president will be seen on local television in neighboring pennsylvania which is another tight race the 
democrats own polls have them behind in many of these races the party officials say the president's last 
minute campaigning has at least made them competitive and given them a fighting chance andrea mitchell 
nbc news with the president in wilmington delaware evenly even leading democrats privately can see that the 
republicans are poised to take control of the senate that would be a pickup of seven seats tonight nbc's lisa 
myers takes a look at the key races the senate race in virginia is as close as it is nasty today it ended as it 
began with democratic senator chuck robb calling his opponent a liar the state that gave america george 
washington the man who could not tell a lie will not elect oliver north the man who cannot tell the truth north 
has lost ground recently among moderate republicans and in a final ad admits mistakes during the iran 
contra scandal i'm not perfect trying to save american lives led me to make some mistakes but if you want a 
senator who will stand up to bill clinton and the washington crowd and put fighting for virginia's families first 
then i'm your candidate north fate is critical because to take over the senate republicans need to pick up 
seven seats like virginia now held by democrats polls indicate the republicans are all but certain to gain four 
maine ohio arizona and one of tennessee's two and three more are leaning republican oklahoma michigan 
where the president was today and a second seat in tennessee democrats also are vulnerable in four 
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democrats also are vulnerable in four more states virginia and pennsylvania rated toss-ups and new mexico 
and california where democrats lead but aren't out of the woods many democrats believe their only real hope 
of retaining the senate is if they capture seats now held by republicans in washington vermont or minnesota 
where the first family has all but taken up residence republicans worry most about minnesota where senate 
leader bob dole returns tonight for a final rally give us an opportunity give us the responsibility and if we don't 
do any better throw us out again for 40 years tonight republicans are confident they will get that opportunity 
they say if republicans turn out to vote in the numbers many expect they could win eight or nine seats a route 
lisa myers nbc news the capitol as for the house republicans have to win 40 seats to gain control for the first 
time since 1954 back when you could buy the biggest fanciest cadillac on the showroom floor for under six 
thousand dollars if that happens this time and his advisors are confident tonight that it will it would make 
georgia congressman newt gingrich speaker of the house gingrich took some fire over the weekend for 
linking the susan smith case in south carolina to this election gingrich was back in his district over the 
weekend cancelling a california trip to campaign for other candidates howdy i'm newt gingrich how you doing 
good to see you all to consider voting for me next tuesday he insists that he's not in trouble at home he just 
wants to touch base with georgia supporters and he seemed to be eager to tone down his image as a street 
fighter according to notes of a recent private meeting with lobbyists gingrich called the clinton administration 
the enemy of normal people i wish i had said that they threatened the values in the pocketbooks of middle- 
class americans i think enemies of normal people was wrong and i wish i hadn't said but in this meeting with 
supporters in a prosperous atlanta suburb gingrich raised the susan smith case as an example of what's 
wrong with america he seemed to blame liberals i can 
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he seemed to blame liberals i can capture everything we're trying to do by in a sense referring to this 
weekend's unbelievable tragedy in south carolina it's about getting at the root causes of a decay in our 
civilization that is horrific here's a young woman who grew up in a nuclear family in a small southern town 
with very strong family values probably surrounded by people who embrace the newt gingrich philosophy so 
is it fair to use her as an example because it is on the minds of everybody just a few days before the election 
i think it's fair to say that there is a level of children dying and child abuse and brutality that as a as a 
collectivity is astonishing and is unlike anything we've seen in american history that's different than raising 


susan smith but i do believe there's a direct nexus between the general acceptance of violence the general 
acceptance of brutality the general decline of civility in this society and the patterns that the counter culture 
and lyndon johnson's great society began in the late sixties i absolutely believe that gingrich also said old 
habits are hard to break i probably need to be oh thirty percent less pugnacious and 50 percent less negative 
even if republicans don't take control of the house they are expected to make enough gains to make gingrich 
a major new power in congressional politics next week on dateline nbc i'll have a full profile of newt gingrich 
there had been rumors for some time that former president ronald reagan was suffering mental lapses 
maybe even alzheimer's even so when he released a handwritten letter this weekend confirming that he is in 
the early stages of alzheimer's disease it was a sobering moment and tonight nbc george lewis tells us this 
news has touched a lot of americans alzheimer's association may we help you out phone lines at the 
alzheimer's association in los angeles have been tied up continuously the association has had to put on 
extra people the public announcement 
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extra people the public announcement is a transforming moment for the alzheimer's clause and for the 
alzheimer's association reagan's staff said he was away from his los angeles home that his office here was 
swamped with messages from well-wishers the reagans at the mayo clinic in july over the past year during a 
series of medical tests doctors determined the former president had alzheimer's the reagans thought it was 
important to share that fact with the public in a handwritten letter released over the weekend reagan wrote in 
opening our hearts we hope this might promote greater awareness of this condition today's visitors to the 
reagan library in simi valley california were unanimous in praising the former president's decision to go public 
i think it's very courageous what he's doing i really admire him for it i've always had just tremendous respect 
for ronald reagan and that just reinforces it former first lady rosalind carter this morning on the today program 
it's a devastating disease and my heart just goes out to to him and to nancy reagan ironically it was ten years 
ago that president reagan proclaimed november national alzheimer's awareness month here's a picture of 
him his mom and dad and his brother now the fact that he is an alzheimer's victim may have done more than 
anything to increase that awareness george lewis nbc news los angeles and certainly the most expensive 
election ever before the night is over and it should be a long one there could be a fundamental shift in the 
american political landscape to the right in the senate the house and state houses based on what we're 
hearing from voters leaving the polls and the analyses of experts in both parties many races are dead heats 
but the republicans do seem to be doing a good job of getting their vote out and turnout could decide the 
night my colleague brian williams is keeping track of the polling information he has in fact an overview of all 
of this brian tom thank you a lot of interesting trends and developments coming through tonight as the raw 
numbers of the exit polls come in from around the country here is what is coming through to us 
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here is what is coming through to us tonight when we're looking at trends issues that are important to various 
voters in various states beginning for example in the state of florida we asked voters for the number one 
issue bothering them as they went to the polls today it was crime followed by education and taxes finally the 
economy and jobs again these are of the voters going to the polls today in the state of florida vast differences 
though in the issues when you ask voters in another state as we see crime education taxes in the economy 
then going to the state of new york the key issues to all of those going to the polls tonight in the race for new 
york governor it's all pocketbook in the state of new york government spending number one taxes closely 
thereafter the candidates personal qualifications were well down below economic issues when this night is 
over we should have a sample of about nine thousand people that we've asked after they've exited the polls 
how they just voted unfair political ads a hot topic this year it's been hot almost without exception in 
congressional districts around the country among the hottest races if not the granddaddy of them all virginia 
senate chuck robb versus oliver north and the independent marshall coleman when asked if they thought ads 
in that state had been unfair 91 percent of them said yes only 9 percent said they had been fair taxes for 
services big issue of course should the government spend more on taxes of your tax money to give you 

more services if you will be charged more well in new jersey as voters went to the polls tonight it was no to 


that give us less government was the message also independent governors independent voters i should say 
are going slightly republican if there is a decision to be made it looks like more independents are leaning 
toward the republican party 53 to 47 percent over the democrats one last note how are republicans voting 
tonight we can tell you only at this early hour in large numbers we have to be careful again the numbers are 
early more republican voters as a block appear 
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more republican voters as a block appear to be going to the polls than numbers in years past there are more 
republicans casting ballots in election places around the country this could bode well for the gop this evening 
that's the view from up here tom thank you brian we'll be seeing you from the heights all living long here on 
nbc polls are closed now in kentucky and indiana and nbc news projects republican senator richard lugar re- 
elected to a fourth term in indiana no surprise there and as nbc's andrea mitchell tells us tonight republicans 
are determined to make the luger win the rule not the exception tonight in the end there was only one word to 
describe the virginia senate race mean by 11 o'clock tonight bill clinton is going to have extended headache 
number 10. in florida and around the country the republican national committee spent twice as much money 
as in past midterms to get out the vote republicans are very enthusiastic spirited their turnout is up 
democrats have been dispirited and their turnout is down seeing the warning signs this afternoon the clintons 
added a public event to their schedule to make one last pitch it is critical that people understand that there 
are clear choices between going forward and going back mr clinton was focused today on one goal getting 
democrats to the polls in particular black voters in key states like new york and pennsylvania so early this 
morning he was again calling radio stations in those states so i wanted to do these election morning 
interviews more than anything else just to to encourage our citizens to get out and vote today's voting could 
mark the end of some big washington careers a change in congressional leadership could also bring the 
clinton legislative program to a dead stop by late afternoon republicans were already outlining their plans my 
objective and i believe the majority leader's objective is going to be to present an alternative program an 
alternative budget an alternative vision 
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budget an alternative vision and the white house counter spin had already begun won't it be interpreted as a 
referendum on bill clinton i don't think so i mean midterm elections there are historic drops in the president's 
party that's a natural cycle we've seen time and time again tonight the clinton white house braced for the 
worst the possibility that they had not been able to prevent a republican route tom henry what is a mood at 
the white house has this hour it's pretty grim they're sort of gallows humor because they have been talking to 
their operatives in various states the president's been on the phone they've talked to governors around the 
country and they're hearing that democrats are not turning out enough so they're very concerned about this 
high republican turnout and what it could mean all right thank you very much andrea mitchell who will be at 
her post at the white house all night long this is likely to be an election to remember why and what now i'll be 
joined all evening by my colleague tim russert who's moderator of meet the press washington bureau chief 
tim did the republicans do a better job of keeping this election focused on their hot button issues they sure 
did tom they intensified their voters they suggested if you don't like bill clinton let's replay the 1992 
presidential race here's a chance to do it all over again let's talk about crime and taxes he said he was a new 
democrat he wasn't he's an old-fashioned liberal and let's send him a message but if the republicans don't 
gain control of the house and the senate they're plainly positioned to make real gains are we in for two years 
or more gridlock i think absolute gridlock i think that both sides will dig in we won't see much progress on the 
major issues and i think the public will be just as angry in 1996 and perhaps even trying to make a different 
change but the fact is tonight tom the republicans focus their message are getting their voters out is there no 
signal from the country in all of this that they want something to be done they don't want to return to gridlock 
and aren't whoever is in power can be smart enough to see that i think the republicans are making a mistake 
if they think this is a vote for obstructionism as brian pointed out in his poll they want something done on 
crime taxes health care education but to be 
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taxes health care education but to be modest and incremental and not more government all right thanks very 
much tim russett we'll be seeing you throughout the evening here as well you can go back to your charts into 
your telephone now yes sir okay politics now and another big sign of voter discontent this year a record 
number of individual issues placed directly on the ballot one of the most controversial california's immigration 
initiative proposition 187 more now from nbc's george lewis the initiative which would deny schooling and 
other social services to illegal immigrants sparked student protests again today in los angeles and in san 
francisco where marchers converged on city hall police agencies in southern california have gone on tactical 
alert in case the demonstrations which have been peaceful so far turn violent over the last 10 days we've 
had literally hundreds of protests there's great sensitivity proposition 187 has polarized voters in this state 
who are either strongly for the measure or strongly against it we should be penalizing the employers and this 
is where the problem is i feel i don't feel the kids are the problem foreigners they go down and they can get 
all the services they want you go down there and ask for services and you can it has become the issue in the 
governor's race pete wilson a 187 supporter is pinning his re-election hopes on anti-immigrant sentiment we 
are going to take back california for the working tax paying families of this state but the opponents of 
proposition 187 have been very active in recent days trying to turn out the no vote according to pollsters the 
measure which enjoyed a 2-1 lead at one point is now almost dead even in some polls a heavy voter turnout 
is thought to be good for the opponents of 187 but because of bad weather in southern california turnout has 
been on the light side so far if the initiative passes the opponents say not only will there be more 
demonstrations they'll try to block the measure in the 
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they'll try to block the measure in the courts george lewis nbc news los angeles of course immigration is not 
the only thing that voters are deciding directly today there are 77 other referendum questions on ballots 
across the country this year that's the most in half a century and three big issues dominate this year term 
limits gambling and what voters describe as their number one concern crime there are anti-crime measures 
on the ballot in six states including california's three strikes and you're out mandatory life sentences for three- 
time felons in milwaukee voters will decide on a proposed total ban on handguns with the voters mad as hell 
term limits are on the ballot in eight states and the district of columbia the measures range from a forced 
retirement plan after 12 years for state officials to a two-term limit for members of congress and the senate 
gambling also a hot issue eight states voting on whether to legalize or expand casino and riverboat gambling 
with an eye toward creating thousands of new jobs and new tax revenue also on the ballot today measures 
that would require voters to approve any new taxes in three states and in two others proposals that would 
make it tougher for state legislatures to impose new taxes on the flip side two states asking voters to slap a 
new tax on tobacco to fund health care then there is vermont with a kinder gentler politically correct proposal 
it eliminates nine instances where the word he appears in the state constitution making the green mountain 
state gender neutral the republican turnout holds up the christian right will have a lot to do with it an 
estimated 2 million calls to get out the vote today 30 million self-styled voter guides distributed in churches 
across the country this past weekend on the political watch tonight national correspondent bob kerr now if 
you think you're mad as hell at government laura neal is madder 
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government laura neal is madder and she's doing something about it just because he felt that way doesn't 
mean it was really true though concerned about school curriculum and values she decided to teach her two 
kids at home near charleston south carolina her husband bob also spends extra time at home turning his 
computerized list of 600 like-minded neighbors into a potent political force the niels were surprised to 
discover how many were as fed up as they were and willing to act on it we are the silent majority let's not 
have government come in and impose upon us what are the right values [Music] in a recent poll voters like 
bob neal are described as moralists defenders of traditional moral values mainly white and middle-aged they 
call themselves religious conservatives an estimated 27 million registered voters one in five so far most of 


the movement's success has been limited to electing candidates to local office the challenge and the goal is 
to channel moral passion into mainstream national politics the tactic de-emphasize abortions school prayer 
censorship issues that can project an image of intolerance and stress instead crime education welfare and 
their connection to the breakdown of families our people are becoming more politically savvy they're 
understanding the issues and they're able to articulate the issues in a way that's non-threatening cindy costa 
is the business manager for her husband charleston plastic surgeon louis costa those that do represent that 
extreme end of our religious conservative pool are no more representative of the mainstream of what 
religious conservativism is then the black panthers represented the essence of the civil rights movement in 
the sixties religious conservatives dominate the 
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religious conservatives dominate the republican party in three states and are an increasing factor in many 
more still many wonder whether the movement begun by pat robertson and jerry falwell can repackage itself 
enough to go beyond preaching to the choir and begin adding converts bob kerr nbc news charleston south 
carolina [Music] one prominent democrat commenting on all of this said it's hard to complain when we've had 
so much help from black churches over the years tonight there will be gracious concession speeches and 
generous victory celebrations pledges from winners and losers to do what's right for the nation too bad there 
wasn't more of that during the campaign which was somewhere between mud wrestling and a street fight 
now thankfully it is over nbc's roger o'neill says the end came just in time it's been in your face morning noon 
and night thankfully time zoned by time zone it's over with tonight no more signs ads and slogans information 
on gail norton and a piece of candy for you with tape and staples and nails every post and sign and pole has 
been plastered with the likes of ritter schroeder and link cart it never ends the candidates have been out 
early they've jumped up and down even dressed in funny costumes it's just politics but whether we are 
amused or feel abused by it all they still stand on street corners and wave to us even though we don't wave 
back it seems so much worse this year candidates are aware of this national mood that they've been reading 
about that everyone is angry angry at them and they're looking at ways to to get around that anger and i 
don't know that that actually being in in people's face all the time is the way to do that i don't think is very 
effective it's also been a dirty campaign knows a lot about pork and perks he's secretive threatening greedy 
sixty percent of all political advertising this season has been negative according to the industries expert and 
yet the politicians wonder why the electorate is so negative 
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electorate is so negative across the country the candidates have spent 200 million dollars to get their politics 
out finding peace of mind has been darn near impossible it's everywhere even on country that's not what our 
small town needs what the town needs is a rest after this election deal and doug who hawks new cars may 
move up a notch or two on the who do you trust scale that's a promise because if we can't meet or beat any 
bona fide deal i'll personally give you the car roger o'neill nbc news denver the country's in for a ride in a new 
direction it is one of the most radical political shifts of the 20th century and now the question is what will 
come of it the first place to look will be the new house of representatives where republicans led by newt 
gingrich went from this to this a comfortable 28 vote margin and the senate where republicans picked up nine 
seats to arrive at another comfortable margin 53-47 we begin our coverage tonight on why this happened 
and where it's going here's nbc's lisa myers when the next senate majority leader arrived around dawn there 
were no visible cracks in the foundation of the capital from last night's political earthquake but at times even 
senator bob dole seemed stunned he called the seismic shift to the right unreal i guess we didn't lose a 
single republican did we anywhere after capturing eight democratic senate seats yesterday today 
republicans made it nine when alabama democrat richard shelby switched parties officially right now i am 
changing parties to a party of hope for america not a party of dependency to the republican party effective 
immediately shelby switch makes little difference he usually votes with republicans anyway but what does 
matter is a dramatic change in the chairman of key committees at armed services sam nunn is out 91 year 
old strom thurmond in at judiciary joe biden out or in hatch inn at foreign relations 
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or in hatch inn at foreign relations claiborne pell out 73 year old jesse helms in at finance daniel patrick 
moynihan out bob packwood in and at banking don regal out alphonse d'amato in d'amato has dogged the 
president over whitewater and now gets power to issue subpoenas this morning dole called president clinton 
to extend an olive branch whatever happened i wanted to let you know right up front that we want to work 
together where we can and i'm a legislator and have been over the years so maybe we can do some 
business dole said a top order of business for republicans will be cutting congressional staff not all 
republicans sounded all that willing to work with clinton it was as though the 1996 presidential race already 
had begun last night people rejected bill clinton's policies two years from last night in my opinion they're 
going to reject bill clinton though clearly elated some republicans are sobered by the challenge ahead dole 
warns that if the party fails to deliver republicans will face the same agony democrats feel today lisa myers 
nbc news the capitol for the leading congressional democrat it was insult added to injury tom foley not only 
lost his job as house speaker he lost his congressional seat as well conceding this afternoon he'll be 
replaced as speaker by one of the most controversial figures and shrewdest political operatives in america 
nbc's brian williams tonight on the age of newt this is truly a wildly historic night get used to the name newt 
gingrich he's in line to be the first republican speaker of the house since 1954. he will have sweeping control 
over congress with enough democrats crossing over to vote with the gop he could command two-thirds of the 
house and he wants to change the political landscape in this country in a hundred days time but first i'd like 
to start with how 
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but first i'd like to start with how we're going to handle the transition gingrich is sticking with the contract with 
america that huge document he unveiled with patriotic fanfare last month at the capitol it's a blueprint for gop 
programs designed to fly through the house and right into the bob dole controlled senate it includes a 
constitutional amendment for a balanced budget welfare reform including a work requirement tax cuts for 
upper and middle income americans more anti-crime measures more defense spending i mean if this is not a 
mandate to move in a particular direction i would like somebody to explain to me what a mandate would look 
like some who applaud the goals say it's getting there that's the problem the only place there's real money is 
in the entitlement budget and that is where they will have to look uh particularly in the area of means testing 
for very well to do retired people gingrich says he'll do that and the leaders say it can pass this contract is our 
bible it is our guiding principle it is our guiding set of principles for the first 100 days and a still reeling white 
house today started to sound conciliatory last night's message received well you have to look at the different 
elements of the contract itself there are obviously some areas where we might have some agreement while 
american voters didn't actually sign the gingrich contract with america they voted for a lot of republican 
candidates who did all across the country brian williams nbc news washington many of the successful 
republican candidates made president clinton the issue in their campaigns highlighting whatever connection 
their opponent had to the president real or imagined and it paid off in most instances so at the white house 
tonight the president and his staff are trying to figure out how to survive this wreckage here's nbc's andrea 
mitchell stunned by the public's rejection of his party a visibly exhausted bill clinton said he will work with the 
new republican majority and gets the voters message i think they 
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and gets the voters message i think they were saying two things to me or maybe three they were saying 
[Music] let me maybe 300 i think they were saying look we just don't like what we see when we watch 
washington we don't think government can solve all the problems and we don't want the democrats telling us 
from washington that they know what is right about everything the president had no choice but to take 
responsibility this fall he went to five states where democrats won but in 13 states where mr clinton 
campaigned his candidates lost and in the rest of the country democrats didn't even want him to show up 
how will he change top priorities will be lobbying in campaign finance reform under pressure from house 
leaders the white house had not pushed quickly or hard enough on either but the president signaled no 


change on economic policy despite republican promises of a tax cut if we do this we need to pay for it we 
don't need to explode the deficit again and while acknowledging that people viewed his health care plan as 
creating more big government and providing less choice he clearly has not given up on it so i remain 
committed to finding a way to keep americans from losing their health insurance if they change jobs or 
someone in their family gets sick nor was he ready to scale back on welfare reform i don't think anybody 
would characterize it as a government intervention bill but mr clinton will be relying on vastly weakened 
democratic leaders and no majority and he doesn't even know who will replace retiring senator george 
mitchell the democrats are about to have a fight over that the white house tried to say it was a vote against 
all politicians but no incumbent republicans lost the president said it was a revolution and it was with the 
democrats getting run out of town andrea mitchell nbc news at the white house yet another sign of political 
trouble ahead for the president it comes in the governor's races republicans won 24 of yesterday's 36 
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republicans won 24 of yesterday's 36 state house races a gain of 12 maryland and alaska still too close to 
call republicans now control 30 state houses including eight of the nine biggest states with a total of 218 
electoral votes country tonight nowhere is the republican triumph more dramatic than in tennessee that's vice 
president gore's home state for the republicans both senate seats now a majority of the house seats and the 
state house nbc's bob fall is in nashville tonight with the reasons why i think the people spoke but not only 
that i think they yelled at the top of their voice here where sometimes actor and watergate lawyer fred 
thompson and heart surgeon bill frist both ran as outsiders what voters screamed came out loud and clear 
people wanted to send a powerful message to washington dc get out of our lives this morning over their 
biscuits and gravy tennesseans agreed yesterday's votes stem largely from feelings of disgust i don't think 
everybody even really knows what they're disgusted with and fed up with they just want to change the locals 
also agreed politicians in washington haven't done people here much good we sort of just get left out you 
know taxes keep being raised for us and they keep making more money and we keep making less the 
sentiment here and across tennessee was not just anti-incumbent it was more anti-big government we have 
found that it doesn't work and we voted that way said one resident everybody needs health care yes 
everybody needs a job yes all these things are wonderful but government doesn't have the ability to do that 
for us it's time to elect jim sasser so it didn't matter that vice president gore campaigned hard in his home 
state or that veteran lawmaker sasser promised he could do more for tennessee than newcomer frist people 
have learned that you don't get something free that that if you bring home the bacon somebody's paying for 
the pig what mattered was that all fred in his pickup seem more like one of us 
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pickup seem more like one of us than congressman cooper a policy wonk on health care but students of 
southern politics point out the sentiment which swept the newcomers in could just as easily sweep them out 
that change motif is still a very powerful one in america and particularly in southern politics and it'll be up to 
the republicans now to prove that they can deliver for now though tennessee believes these republicans can 
bring about change even here where some things never seem to bob fall nbc news nashville and joining me 
from tennessee tonight the man who knocked off senator sasser of tennessee sasser had been chairman of 
the budget committee senator elect bill frist a prominent and wealthy surgeon well senator elect frist changed 
that's what the tennessee voters were saying how are you going to fulfill your promise to change and what is 
it going to be tom the voters all across tennessee are calling for change but they want the right kind of 
change change which gets big government off our back and out of our pockets and off our farmland i'm going 
to address it through several ways number one addressing the debt through the balanced budget 
amendment through the line item veto health care reform i'll be the only senator who's a physician who's ever 
taken care of a patient i'll be taking market-based reform with regard to our health care and congressional 
reform people want to change the way congress does business so issues like term limits line item veto will 
be on the forefront well let me ask you about tax cuts if you're going to cut taxes make government smaller 
what happens to entitlements are wealthy people going to have to give up the idea of medicare or pay a lot 
more for it well we have to put everything on the table and i mean everything and then we're going to have to 


cut in certain areas clearly we cannot let feels like medicare increase at twenty percent fifteen percent a year 
medicaid the same thing we can't let it grow at twenty three percent a year as it has in the past we have to 
put everything on the table with the tax cuts though we're going to be stimulating this economy creating jobs 
improving the economy and thereby improve revenues coming to our federal government 
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federal government last time that happened in 1980 with all due respect we ran up the deficit and also the 
federal debt to trillions of dollars but it came because of the lack of discipline in spending and that discipline 
in spending can be accomplished through a balanced budget amendment through a line-item veto through 
electing responsible united states senators who will ask the american people to do what the american people 
to do every day in balancing their own checkbook and that is balance the federal budget all right dr first we'll 
ask you to come back in what about six months or a year from now we'll check and see how you're doing 
that's exactly right i want to be held accountable for everything i put on the table good enough thank you 
senator elect frisch will be part of a unique freshman class for the first time ever all the new senators will be 
from the same party the republican battle still being fought over proposition 187 which cuts off practically all 
government assistance to illegal immigrants it passed by a wide margin last night and the protest and legal 
challenges already are heating up here's nbc's george lewis passage of the initiative brought more student 
walkouts and marches in los angeles in san francisco where police stood by with riot gear and at the state 
capitol in sacramento the new law contains the following provisions people who are not in this country legally 
will be denied public social services in california school districts will be required to verify the legal status of 
students and expel anyone violating immigration laws schools local police and social service agencies have 
to turn in people they suspect of being here illegally teachers and public health officials say they do not want 
to enforce proposition 187 no i won't do it and a lot of my colleagues most of my colleagues won't either you 
can't ask us to we're not the police or the ins to me it's analogous to having a fly buzzing around that's 
irritating you it lands on your face and you try to swat it with a 
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and you try to swat it with a sledgehammer school districts and civil liberties organizations filed suit to block 
the implementation of the new law a judge issued a restraining order saying that for now schools will not 
have to expel students they suspect of being illegal immigrants it's in fact proposition 187 that has broken the 
supreme court federal law the land the state constitution law of the land they are the law breakers not the 
children at last count about 30 separate lawsuits have been filed to block proposition 187 legal experts say 
it'll be tied up in the courts for years george lewis nbc news los angeles california the state where so many 
political trends and careers begin tax cuts richard nixon ronald reagan the free speech movement now 
california is greatly aroused over the issue of illegal immigrants proposition 187 which greatly restricts or 
eliminates most services for illegals was passed overwhelmingly last tuesday but tonight it is tied up in court 
and in protest here's nbc's george lewis the line that divides the state of california was evident today at an 
emergency meeting of the los angeles county board of supervisors the people said yes we want to obey the 
law california is not to be a sanctuary for those who deliberately break the law and uncle sam is not going to 
end up being uncle sugar we have not only public health crisis before us in different areas we have a duty 
and a responsibility for the overall well-being of l.a county residents last night at california state university los 
angeles an anti-187 rally resulted in 20 arrests they have become issue number one in california the 129 000 
undocumented immigrants who enter this state every year the backers of 187 say people in other states are 
talking about passing similar laws arizona is going to have to face the aftermath of the uprising in california 
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aftermath of the uprising in california we're going to have to do something like 187. how much is this costing 
us in terms of our own kids receiving quality education that's that's the question that that you know came up 
in california and it'll probably come up in new mexico the urban institute estimates that in seven key states 

the cost of educating six hundred forty one thousand undocumented children is 3.1 billion dollars a year the 


cost of incarcerating 21 000 undocumented prisoners in those states 471 million california's share of that is 
1.3 billion dollars for education and 368 million for incarceration it shall not pass in texas they shout latino 
activists in san antonio worried the anti-immigration movement is headed their way they give millions and 
millions of dollars to dictators while our mexican children are gonna be kicked out of school california was the 
home of the tax revolt in the late 70s and that movement spread nationwide now california may be in the 
vanguard of the anti-illegal immigration revolt george lewis nbc news los angeles an official holiday here in 
washington but there's no time off for the new republican majority about to take control of both wings of that 
building behind me the u.s capitol they were on the job today planning their attack on big taxes big 
government and 40 years of democratic rule in the house as nbc's lisa myers tells us tonight newt gingrich 
who will be the next speaker does have his battle plan ready the next speaker of the house drew a line in the 
sand beyond which he will not go to work with president clinton when everything on which we can find 
agreement i will cooperate on those things that are at the core of our contract at those things which are at the 
core of our philosophy and on those things where we believe we represent the vast majority of americans 
there will be no compromise so let me draw the distinction cooperation yes compromise no gingrich was 
optimistic about cooperating with the president on 
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about cooperating with the president on welfare reform reinventing government and a line-item veto but he 
said republicans could not compromise their promises to cut taxes and the size of government gingrich 
specifically ruled out any tax increase even an increase in cigarette taxes proposed to finance health reform 
and he promised a complete review of all poverty programs including head start medicaid in the job corps 
everything from the ground up has to be looked at that doesn't mean it has to be abolished it has to be 
looked at gingrich also promised to cut overall congressional staff by one-third that means dramatic losses 
for democrats for example when john dingle moved from chairman of the house commerce committee to top 
minority member his staff will drop from about 120 to 20. today gingrich went out of his way to praise senate 
republican leader bob dole nobody has a wider range of knowledge he's clearly the senior republican leader 
in this country today though they now need each other if republicans are to succeed gingrich and dole have 
not exactly been close as dull noted wednesday i think he once referred to me as a tax collector for the 
welfare state that's been years ago but i noticed in newsweek i said i was maturing so so i'm a mature tax 
collector for the web but any event gingrich says the stakes for republicans are high he warns that if 
washington again degenerates into petty political bickering americans will turn away from both republicans 
and democrats toward a third party lisa myers nbc news the capitol as for president clinton this may be a 
good time to get out of town for a while and he's doing just that leaving today for a long planned trip to the 
philippines and an economic summit with asian leaders again today he said he's heard the voter's message 
to make america strong again 


END 


